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Richard Smith
in Niigata City and Mie Prefecture

NIGATA City native Yosuke Kuwano, 40,
studied industrial management at Nihon
University in Tokyo then stayed in the
Japanese capital where he worked as area
manager for Yokohama-based Colowide, a
restaurant management and food processing/
sales company.

Wanting both to return to his hometown,
the capital of Niigata Prefecture, and become
independent, Kuwano went back scven years
ago.

Six years ago he opened Hatakeya Hitoichi,
a 38-seat izakaya (traditional Japanese bar/
restaurant) now employing two full-time and
three part-time employees.

Kuwano had already started greenhouse
farming several months earlier; figuring he
could stand on firmer ground by linking food
service with agriculture.

After training at a local agricultural
production corporation, he started growing
green soybeans (edamame in Japanese) in June
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EXPANDING: Niigata City farmer Yosuke Kuwano in one of his strawberry greenhouses.
Photo: Nicolas Datiche/0ff Source

industry gives growers more

excess hot water to Asai Nursery, which uses it
to heat the greenhouses.

The facility produces 500t of tomatoes a
year, divided roughly half-and-half berween
cluster type and high brix cherry tomatoes,

Ureshino agri's greenhouses produce three
times the national average for their size, using
Dutch technology with the climate controlled
by computer in each greenhouse.

Similar facilities in Holland produce 409%
maore so Ureshino agri still has some way to go,
president Yuichiro Asai said.

Since cherry tomato plants grow up to 1.8m
high, the tomatoes need (o be harvested from
continually increasing heights.

To limit the burden on workers, strings are
used to bend the base of the plant sideways, so
the tomatoes can always be harvested from the
same level.

For pollination, Ureshino agri uses Japanese
bombus ignitus black bumblebees, importing
the hive boxes from Holland.

The company has seven full-time emplayees
and 53 part-timers, Another 30 people are
added during the busy spring-summer season.
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